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duces. I have examined the precautions used by the
Americans to direct it, as well as those which they
have not adopted, and I have undertaken to point
out the causes which enable it to govern society. I
do not know whether I have succeeded in making
known what I saw in America, but I am certain that
such has been my sincere desire, and that I have
never, knowingly, moulded facts to ideas, instead of
ideas to facts.
Whenever a point could be established by the aid
of written documents, I have had recourse to the
original text, and to the most authentic and approved
works. I have cited my authorities in the notes,1 and
any one may refer to them. Whenever an opinion, a
political custom, or a remark on the manners of the
country was concerned, I endeavoured to consult the
most enlightened men I met with. If the point in
question was important or doubtful, I was not satis-
fied with one testimony, but I formed my opinion on
the evidence of several witnesses. Here the reader
must necessarily believe me upon my word. I could
frequently have quoted names which are either
known to him, or which deserve to be so, in proof 01
what I advance ; but I have carefully abstained from
this practice. A stranger frequently hears important
truths at the fireside of his host, which the latter
would perhaps conceal from the ear of friendship ;
he consoles himself with his guest for the silence to
which he is restricted, and the shortness of the
traveller's stay takes away all fear of his indiscretion.
I carefully noted every conversation of this nature as
soon as it occurred, but these notes will never leave
my writing-case ; I had rather injure the success of
my statements than add my name to the list of those
strangers who repay the generous hospitality they
* Tocqueville's notes are omitted from this abridgment.